A Marigold needs to grow!

Watching the world at work and at play... Parent/ Teacher Guide

MARIGOLD is a story about seasons changing and flowers growing. The book is also about
watching the world to see what else is happening at the same time.

Ask children to find other stories in the book. Encourage them to make up stories that fit the pictures. Marigold started as
a picture book with no words. I imagined several parallel plot lines going on through out the life cycle of the marigold and
the cycle of the year.

Many things can be in a story about a flower. Flowers and plants do not live or grow all alone. The
flowers need some of the things in the book so they can grow. Some things in the story will not help
the flower grow at all.

Which things on this page do you think help flowers grow? Can you find them in the book?

There are no absolutely right and wrong answers here! Discuss reasons for answers ,
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Why do you think the artist put things in her book that the flower does not need? What would the

book be like if she left all those things out?

Many stories use extra detail (both verbal and visual) to make the story more concrete and real. Details give clues about time, place and
character and can set the mood of a story. Learning to see this in illustrations may help a child later in noticing details as they read.

© 2020 K.L.DARNELL

Kate Darnell is the author & illustrator of MARIGOLD e Available from the Book Baby Bookshop
Other related activity sheets are available at kldarnell.com



